
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LOCAL NEWS  :  LOCAL EVENTS  :  LOCAL CONTACTS   

Delivered Free to Every Home
 

 
 

WILLAND MAGAZINE 
January & February 2018 

 
October & November 2020

100485 Willand Mag - October November 2020.qxp_Layout 1  22/09/2020  16:27  Page 1



For all your electrical requirements

Rewires, Call outs, Fuse Boards, Commercial, 
Agricultural & Domestic

Contact Simon for a free quotation
07888 833153 / 01823 681513

contact@stelectrical.org
ww.stelectricalcontractors.co.uk

A friendly, experienced team
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WILLAND PARISH ORGANISATIONS                           Secretary/Contact 
Allotment Holders                            Sylvia Statham             Peterandsylviastatham@hotmail.com 
Bridge Club                                     Wendy Boothroyd                                            01398 331219 
Brownies                                         Bridget Pearse                                                  07814 569054 
C.A.M.E.O. Ladies Grp                   Peta Jackman                                                  07900 904822 
Club 55                                           Margaret Atherton         27 Townlands                          38217 
Folk Dance Club                              Marilyn Broom                                                    01404 47200 
Garden Club                                    Mrs Carol Allan              4 Orchard Way                         33828 
Tiny Tots                                          Karly Cousins                Cullompton                 07730 895472 
Tennis Club                                     Mrs R. Parish                Weir Mill Farm                        820803 
Tennis Courts (Public Hire)             Margaret Morrison        Driftwood, Gables Road           32331 
Village Hall Bookings                      Frances Wilcox             bookings@willandvillagehall.org.uk 
Village Hall Caretaker                             Sam Fincher - caretaker@willandvillagehall.org.uk  07377 556946 
Willand Rovers FC                          Cath Dinner                                                      07775 550436 
Willand Art Group                            Jenny Baker                  Gables Road                          822882  
Willand Community Composting     Tony Mander                                                               821174 
Willand Cycle Club                          Alan Smith          - biggiggsy@hotmail.com    07545 273085 
Willand History Group                     James Morrison - jamorrison235@gmail.com  01884 250057 
Willand Short Mat Bowling Club      John Crocker                 12 Maple Close                       35589 
Willand Theatrical Society               Karen Goodchild                                                           38122 
Willand United Charities                  Rev Simon Talbot                                                        562570 
Youth Club  (35218)                        Mrs M. Billings               Cullompton                  07766 141361
                                                                                

CHURCHES / EDUCATION 
Baptist Church, Cullompton            Rev. Glen Graham                                                        34077 
Culm Valley Methodist Church        Rev. Paul Booth                                                            32679 
Quakers                                           Pat Bell                                                                        840823 
Roman Catholic Church                  Canon Kristian Paver - St Boniface, Cullompton        252292 
St. Mary’s Church                           Rev. Simon Talbot                                             01884 562570 
St. Mary Parochial CC                     Secretary Sandy Hancock                                             35165 
Cullompton Community College                                                                                            33364 
Uffculme School                                                                                                                  840458 
Willand Pre-School                                                                                                                 33711 
Willand Primary School                                                                                                       820367 
Parent/Teacher Assoc.                    Mrs Jacobs                              willandschoolptfa@gmail.com 
                                                                                

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 
Neil Parish                 (M.P)                                 neil.parish.mp@parliament.uk     0207 219 7172 
Ray Radford              (Devon County Council)     ray.radford@devon.gov.uk                       820000 
Richard Chesterton    (MD Dist Councillor)           rchesterton@middevon.gov.uk                  33480       
Bob Evans                 (MD Dist Councillor)           revans@middevon.gov.uk                        849248  
Barry Warren              (MD Dist Councillor)            bwarren@middevon.gov.uk          07971 808423 
Parish Council         Parish Council Website www.willand-pc.org.uk                                      
Keith Grantham          (Councillor)                           keith.grantham@willand-pc.org.uk             840780 
Stephen Little              (Councillor)                          stephen.little@willand-pc.org.uk      07795821476 
Richard Phare             (Councillor)                          richard.phare@willand-pc.org.uk               821910 
John Sellick                 (Councillor)                          john.sellick@willand-pc.org.uk        07865 570755 
Jason Scott                (Councillor)                           jason.scott@willand-pc.org.uk      07818 045215 
Bill Tobin                      (Councillor)                          bill.tobin@willand-pc.org.uk                        821571 
Barry Warren              (Council Chairman)              barry.warren@willand-pc.org.uk      07971 808423 
Karen Whatley            (Councillor)                          karen.whatley@willand-pc.org.uk   01884 822894   
Frances Wilcox            (Councillor)                           frances.wilcox@willand-pc.org.uk 
Kate Taylor                  (Parish Clerk)                    clerk@willand-pc.org.uk                  07920 014407
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MEDICAL 
Bramblehaies Surgery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33536 
College Surgery Partnership - General Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831300 
Gables Road Pharmacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32604 
N.H.S. DIRECT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 
National Blood Service (Donors) Glenda Frost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 820641 
Out-of-Hours GP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 
Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital (24hr A & E) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01392 411611 
Tiverton & District Hospital (24hr Casualty) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01884 235400 
Willand Surgery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 821878  
 
TRANSPORT 
National Rail Enquiries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 03457 484950 
National Express Coach Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0371 781 818 
Traveline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0871 200 2233 
Stagecoach Devon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01392 427711 
Devon Bus  (All bus timetables are displayed outside the Post Office) . . . . . . . . .  01392 382800 
Culm Voluntary Car Scheme . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07546 525683 
 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
CHILDLINE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 1111 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU, TIVERTON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 03444 111 444 
CRIMESTOPPERS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 555111 
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0345 1551015 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (24 HOUR) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 807060 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE, COASTGUARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999 or 112 
GAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 111999 
INJURED WILDLIFE Exeter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01392 439898 
M.D.D.C./DOG WARDEN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01884 255255 
R.S.P.C.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0300 1234999 
SAMARITANS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 123 
SOUTH WESTERN ELECTRICITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 365900 
SOUTH WEST WATER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0344 346 2020 
STREET LIGHTING/HIGHWAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0345 155 1004 
TREE WARDEN - MRS DENNIS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01884 34050 
 
DEFIBRILLATORS  - Can be accessed outside the Post Office and the Pre School buildings dial 
999 to get the access code. 
 
MOBILE LIBRARY - visits four weekly       Thursday    Townlands               10.15am - 11.00am 
                                                                       Thursday    Willand Village Hall  11.05am - 12.05pm  
 
LATEST POSTAL COLLECTIONS           Mon to Fri                  Saturday 
Post Office (01884 32430)                                5.30pm                      11.00am 
Meadow Park                                                    5.30pm                     9.00am 
Station Road                                                     5.30pm                      9.30am 
Fir Close                                                            9.00am                     7.00am 
Willand Moor Road                                            4.00pm                      11.00am 
 
COMMUNITY POLICE  
NON EMERGENCY DIAL 101 or Email: 101_p@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
Or Email: cullompton@dc.police.uk 
 
MAGAZINE        Gerri Taylor 01884 821528  Editor: willandparishmag@gmail.com   
 
WILLAND WEBSITE                    www.willandmatters.org.uk 

Printed by Brightsea Group, Exeter. Tel: (01392) 360616
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EDITORIAL                                                                                            No.151 
Welcome to this our Autumn edition, time for the leaves to turn and start to fall. 
A time for remembering those who fell during the wars and a time to start 
thinking about and planning Winter celebrations.   
 
WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME (WCCS). COVID-19 
Many thanks to keeping to the site layout of safe distancing. As long as we do 
this the greater the chance of remaining open. 
COMPOSTING MATTERS. LEAVES. 
This is the time of year when the leaves are dropping/falling and so we all have 
to deal with this. 
The first method suggested is to keep the leaves by: - collecting and raking then 
mowing the leaves (mower to have collector) then cover your soil (flower 
beds/vegetable plot) with the mowed leaves. This will add nutrients to the soil. 
Alternatively, you could (if you have one) deposit leaves in wheelie bin. 
Or, we ONLY accept DRY leaves.  If you visit please deposit where guided into 
the nominated bay.  Your cooperation is appreciated.  
URGENT- WE NEED your empty bags. 
When you purchase bags of compost, we would be grateful if you please return 
the empty bags. Please look in your sheds/garages or even if you know 
someone who has could you let them know of our need! Bring them back to 
enable us to continue would be really good!  Thankyou. 
 OPENING TIMES Wednesdays and Sundays - 10.00 am - 12 Noon.  
CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR. 
During this period the site will be: -  
CLOSED  FROM 12 noon - Sunday 20th December 2020.  
REOPEN  FROM 10.00am - Sunday 3rd January 2021. 
GARDEN WASTE. 
Please continue to deposit ONLY that which we accept (see signage). 
Particularly Grass Cuttings, need to be fresh and not left to be rotted in 
bags/wheelie bins.Tony Mander.  Mob.07980472242.  
Email: tmander931gmail.com  
 
WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR - COMMENT & REPORT 
Covid-19 is still with us; Government guidelines are changing by the day to try 
and keep up with the changing situation; who knows what is happening to the 
economy and what the future holds in store for our working members of the 
community as the funds for furlough schemes come to an end?  There will be a 
need for us to think and work together as a community as we go forward.  There 
has been a small rise in cases of Covid-19 in Mid Devon as I write this but by 
the time you read this all may well have changed again  that is the nature of 
the situation.  Please stick to the guidelines, use common sense and consider 
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others.  It may not affect younger members so badly but you can spread it to 
others  remember   

 
We are suffering many instances of Fly Tipping around the village, particularly 
in the Dean Hill Road area.  If you see instances of this please report it by email 
to MDDC Customer Services with the exact location and what is there black 
bags, bed, etc. and if you can, attach a photograph.  If you see someone actually 
do it please take the vehicle number and report that.  Some residents have 
CCTV and there has been some very good footage come forward. 
Can we please have a look at our hedges, shrubs and plants which are next to 
pavements and if they are encroaching over the pavement please cut them 
back. With the need for social distancing and with all the walkers, runners and 
dog walkers we have around the village we really need the full width.  If you see 
a problem and cannot speak to the owner yourself then please report the 
location and problem to the Parish Clerk and she will see what can be achieved.  
The last thing we need is County Highways having to serve a notice, or worse, 
on our residents. 
Some have got rather excited at the amount of money the Parish Council has 
in its bank account.  It has to be realised that the Parish has a number of assets 

maintenance and replacement.  Quite a substantial sum will soon be used as 
the order has been placed for the cemetery extension to be fenced and then 
boundary planting has to take place.  Play equipment needs maintaining and 
replacing when it comes to end of life.  Those using the Jubilee Field will note 
there has been a closure of the fenced area of the playing field to enable some 
equipment to be replaced and the safety surface needed replacing. The surface 
around the skateboard ramps has been repaired and before you know it 
£50,000+ is gone from the account. The Parish Council is trying to be prudent 

when a big bill is due.  The other alternative is the closure of areas and/or 
removal of equipment. 
On the subject of removal, it will be noticed that the sides have been removed 
from the shelter in the Jubilee Field.  This has become necessary due to 
offensive graffiti on them and also misuse of the facility by a minority of 
individuals. The sides are stored and may be cleaned up and replaced in the 
future.  A picnic bench has recently been added to facilities in the Orchard Way 
play area for the benefit of families whilst using the play equipment.  Again, a 
minority, oblivious to Covid-19 advice chose to hold a drinks and questionable 
substance party there.  In spite of there being a rubbish bin there it was not used 
and a local resident cleared up after them [thank you] rather than see the area 
unusable for others.  If this behaviour continues we may be forced into removing 
that facility.  Come on folks a bit of common sense and consideration for others 
required please. 
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T. 01884 266 841 
M. 07966 219 992 
 

www.randrdevon.co.uk 
info@randrdevon.co.uk

• Fully Insured £5m 
• Driveways • Decking • Paving 

• Patios • Water Features • Walls 
• Fencing • Pergolas • Paths 

• Garden Maintenance 
•  Grass Cutting • Strimming 

• Planting • Hedge Cutting 
• Tree Surgery •  Seasoned Logs

Landscaping and Tree Services 
We are an experienced local firm offering an efficient, reliable 

and personal service at competitive rates. 
We cover the whole of Mid Devon and have  

been established over twenty years
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For a FREE consultation, contact us on: 
 

Tel: 01884 798140 
 

E-Mail: info@va-accountancy.co.uk 
 

Website: www.va-accountancy.co.uk 
 

                                  @VAAccountancy 
 

 

Bookkeeping – Accounts – VAT and Tax Returns – Tax Planning – Payroll  
 

“Experts in simplifying accountancy” 
 

The Grist Mill at Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3EE 
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TOP CLEANING 
SERVICES 

All of your domestic  
chores taken care 
of professionally.  

 

Fully insured 
 
 

Tracey Clarke 

01884 34896 

07401 733496
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Copper Cavern  •  Denners Way  •  Uffculme  •  Devon  •  EX15 3XG 
Telephone 01884 840772  *  Mobile 07766 666960 

 
Richard Sanders:  Oil Servicing Specialist 

 
 

CONTACT US FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWNS 
OF ANY OIL APPLIANCE TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:- 

 
� AGA’S 

� RAYBURNS 
� OIL BURNERS 

� STANLEY COOKERS 
� OIL STOVES

C9918
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NEWS FROM COLDHARBOUR MILL 
Making a Splash!  
Water, Wildlife and Wellbeing 
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RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 

SOMERVILLE ROAD 
WILLAND 
EX15 2PP 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discerning quality care for the elderly 

Our day care service provides you with lunch, tea and some 
friendly company. 

 
Our respite service can give you and your loved one a much 

needed break. 
 

Our long term care is second to none giving you and your 
loved one peace of mind whilst providing outstanding care. 

 
Call Sam for more details on 01884 820811 

www.somerville.care 

  

THE FLOORING STORE THAT COMES TO YOU! 
Serving Mid Devon since 1999
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OCM
The Oven Cleaning Man 

 Mike Churcher 
Trusted. Local. Professional.

01884 882112388
Ash Thomas, Tiverton. Devon

www.theovencleaningman.com

Oven | AGA | Range | Hob | Extractor
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WILLAND GARDEN CLUB 
Again, no news about the Club, as we have not met since March.  
We are hoping that, with lockdown, so many more people have been enjoying 
their gardens. It really has been a great year for fruit, vegetables and flowers. 
If we had been able to hold our Flower Show, I think we would have had a 
large number of exhibits. Fingers crossed for next year. 
For more details about the Garden Club, please do not hesitate to contact me 
on 01884 33828 or email me on cbarwa@mail.com. We meet on the second 
Wednesday of the month from March to December, excluding June and August. 
Our membership fee is only £5 a year. This includes all meetings, refreshments 
and a subsidised annual club meal, so is very good value. Visitors are welcome 
at £1 per meeting.  Carol Allan Garden Club Secretary 

DEAR RESIDENTS. 
Not much to report this time, Aug is always a quiet month, and haven`t really 
got going yet, but we will get busy from now on, because we will be heading 
towards budget preparation time, what with covid-19, things will be very 
different. All our meetings are virtual meetings. If you have any issues, by all 
means let me know.  
I have met with Phil Morgan, County Highways Officer, over the Doing What 
Matters, he has now put together a plan of the three most needed roads for 
attention in each Parish, this now will be considered by the asset management 
team, because there will not be enough funds available to complete all the 
schemes of every Parish in this next year.  
There is a Government white paper due out later this month concerning 
changes to the structure of local government and a possible move to unitary 
council system.  County Council Network have produced a document analysing 
the possible savings in expenditure on a yearly basis of each County being 
allowed to become a unitary council on existing boundaries.  There is a 
document been produced on this, it is 70 pages long, but I have not read it yet. 
The document talks about unitaries being between 300k to 600k+ electorate, 
this will have to be taken into consideration if change is made in Devon because 
Plymouth and Torbay are relatively small unitaries.  One of the criteria, is that 
all unitaries must have whole district areas, such as the whole of Mid Devon 
being part of a unitary. It would look like Devon would have two unitaries at least 
because of the numbers.  I think the white paper is heavy on creating unitary 
councils as opposed to two tier councils.  A number of Counties have already 
been having early conversations with Government with a request to change to 
uinitaries.  Most Counties have had counter proposals being put forward by 
Districts, grouping themselves into smaller units by claiming to be reflecting to 
be better needs of the residents.  We will have to watch this space.  I think this 
is what has brought about GESP, which has been rejected by East Devon and 
now Mid Devon, so that is dead, but, I think a different version will come back 
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07736 466039

neilpotter-painter-decorator@hotmail.com

• Interior and Exterior
• Quality Work Assured
• Over 30 yrs experience
• All aspects undertaken
• Refs available
• Free Quotations

Neil Potter

• Plastering  
• Rendering  
• Dry Lining 
• Painting & Decorating 
• General Building 
• Mini Digger Hire

07808 523348 
01884 563396 

garnettplasteringandbuilding@gmail.com
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for consultation because of the `Need to co-operate with other local Councils`, 
this something that is required within the planning process.  
As the schools are now back from their lockdown and holidays, most schools in 
Devon, over 90% have returned for schooling. I haven`t heard of any issues 
within the Culm Valley area, so assume there are no immediate issues. It must 
be very difficult for schools to work within the law, just hope they will be able to 
keep everyone safe. 

-19 cases in 
some areas are rising, which has led to tighter restrictions being introduced. 

so far, we cannot be 
complacent. Just like the rest of the country, we have seen a significant rise in 
the number of confirmed cases in September.  Not all new cases are now linked 
to returning international travellers, which was the pattern we had seen recently. 
We must remember that coronavirus is still a very real threat to us all, especially 
to our older and vulnerable residents." 
You may have 

id not adhere more stringently to the 
social distancing rules. 
New rules from Monday (14 September).  People will not be able to meet 
socially with others from other households in groups of more than six 
people. 
That applies indoors and  
Rules around social distancing and the use of face coverings still apply too. 
There will be penalties for breaching the new rules.  The police will have 
powers to enforce, and fines of £100 could be issued.  Fines will keep 
doubling for further breaches, to a maximum of £3,200. 
We are committed to providing the best quality and support for dementia care 
and are collaborating with care home providers to support sharing of best 
practice and to review briefings from the Alzheimer's Society and Dementia UK 
who we already work closely with. 
In March the Government announced a new Pothole Fund to be awarded each 
year to highway authorities from 20/21 until 24/25 with Devon`s share of this 
funding for 20/21 being £28.869m inclusive of the last year of the Pothole Action 
Fund at £1.92m.  This increased capital funding adds an additional £26.949m 
to the capital programme approved in May this year, the largest capital 
programme ever at £81.843m. Any problems/concerns, you know where I am. 
Ray Radford Devon County Councillor Willand & Uffculme Division 
Email: ray.radford@devon.gov.uk 
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No. 191388 Reg. No. C3972

JIM HURST SERVICES

Call 01884 34082 
or 07929 164555

Heating, Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry 
 

Bathroom and Kitchen Refits 
 

Boiler Servicing and Replacement 
 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Helping you design 
your dream home 

Existing 

Ringborough House 

Telephone: 01823 421 049 
Mobile: 07892 406 096 

Email: gdijon@consultant.com 

Proposed 

 

Guillaume Dijon 

Taunton TA3 7EB 
Churchinford
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Facilities   
   21 registered single rooms 

12 of which are en-suite 
rooms.   

   2 adapted disabled respite 
rooms with full wet room.
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PALMERS BRIDGE, STATION ROAD, CULLOMPTON, DEVON EX15 1BQ 

01884 33405 Email: paul@labdon.co.uk www.labdon.co.uk 

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT  
BUILDERS MERCHANT 

 
OPEN TO GENERAL PUBLIC AND TRADE 

 
FOR YOUR DIY AND BUILDING PROJECTS 

 
KEY CUTTING SERVICE 

 
LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE
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WILLAND THEATRICAL SOCIETY (WiTS) 

 
No changes at the moment to our long term strategy i.e. we will hopefully be 
holding our A.G.M. in April 2021 and after that start preparing for our next 

 
Our thoughts go out to anyone caught up in this pandemic, we look forward to 
when we can all be safely together again. We hope that after all this trouble and 

Theatre. Stay safe. Sam Fincher. 
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WHIPCOTT FARM, HOLCOMBE ROGUS, DEVON, TA21 0NA 
TEL: (01884) 841334 • MOBILE: (07887) 930570 

 
Qualified H.E.T.A.S. solid fuel installers 

Qualified BOSCH SOLAR engineers 
Underfloor heating and pressurised cylinders 

Boiler efficiency testing and free energy efficiency advice 
Gas boiler servicing and breakdowns 

Gas and oil burner installations

Weir Mill Farm 
Willand

Bed & Breakfast
www.weirmill-devon.co.uk 

Tel: 01884 820803 or 07866 350935 
email: rita@weirmill-devon.co.uk

Accommodation 
Ideal for wedding guests,  

or visiting family.  
Open All Year All En-Suite rooms 

Doubles £80 per night 
Singles £55 per night 

Family room available  
Contact Rita Parish  

Weir Mill Farm, Jaycroft, Willand,  
Nr Cullompton, Devon EX15 2RE 
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 Mid Devon District Council fund a 
home improvement loan scheme
for homeowners and landlords*.
We understand the expense of 

maintaining your home.  We want 
to help you to take the stress out of 
funding repairs, improvements or 

adapta�ons to your home.  
We see you as an individual, not a 

credit score.
For a free, no obliga�on home visit 

or more informa�on:
Contact Wessex Resolu�ons CIC on 

01823 461099 or visit
www.wessexresolu�ons.org.uk

*Subject to eligibility

DANCE CLASSES 
HALBERTON VILLAGE HALL  

Fully Qualified Teacher 
Group Lessons and Private Lessons 

Pay as you go  
For More information call  

01769 572384 or 01272 325800  
Waltz Tango Foxtrot Quickstep Rumba  

Cha Cha Cha Modern Sequence  
Wow them all at your wedding or just get fit!!

Private Maths Tuition  
Experienced primary school teacher in 
maths and music.   
Tuition is available for:  
Children in Year 3 - Year 6  
Preparation for SATS and 11+ exams.  
Lessons are £20 an hour. First lesson is £10   
Contact: Charlotte Wakefield  
01884 266646 or 07519 366913  
Email: charlyfarly@yahoo.com
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REGULAR EVENTS AT WILLAND VILLAGE HALL 

 
THERE ARE TWO VACANCIES ON THE PARISH COUNCIL CURRENT 
COMMITMENT IS ONE MEETING A MONTH VIA ZOOM.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED 
CONTACT THE CLERK.  HELP SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY. 
  
50 YEARS ANNIVERSARY by Sam Fincher 

 
The lifelong implications of the things you say 
Only as the years go by, It then hits home to you 

 
Was it just a fluke we met, or was it really fate 

 
ard to, to make it last this long 

 
 

And say again the words that day, I promise to love you. 

Pilates with Leanne Mondays 09.15 am 
Pilates with Leanne Mondays 10.45 pm 
Kettle Bell Pump Mondays 7:00 pm 

Pilates with Ellie Tuesday 9:30 am 
Pilates with Ellie Tuesday 10.45am 
Flower Arranging (Sept-March)  Tuesday                         1:30 pm 

Move it or Lose it Tuesday 2:00 pm 
Gymnastics Club Tuesday 4.00 pm 
   

Flower Arranging   (Sept-March) Wednesday 1:30 pm 
Pilates with Leanne Wednesday 5.30 pm 

Pilates with Ellie Thursday 9.30 am 
Karate Thursday 6.30 pm 
   

Zumba Fridays                          9.00am 
Theatre Train Exeter Saturday 2.00pm 

Cowgirl Twisters Saturday monthly 7:30 pm 

Rugby Tots?? Sundays 9:30 am 
Martial Arts Sundays 5.15 pm 
Martial Arts Sundays                      6.30 pm 
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Shirley’s

01884 841005
Ear piercing 
Senior Citizen rates Tues & Weds 
Student/Child rates 
Late night opening 
Free consultations 
Free WIFI 
Men & Women 
Wedding/occasion hair 
Prom hair and make-up appts available

100485 Willand Mag - October November 2020.qxp_Layout 1  22/09/2020  16:28  Page 26



27

 
On the 29th 

night out that many of us had prior to lockdown, and all who attended had a 
great time.  

and dancing, and was provided by the local George Formby tribute trio Ukulele 
Crazy, as well as the almighty sound of Wellington Silver Band. 

er fare came in the form of traditional pie, 
chips and mushy peas, washed down with lashings of gravy.  
 

In the interests of authenticity the 130 pies were supplied by our favourite Bolton 

transported south by members of my 
family. Having survived the 250 mile 
journey, our wonderful Willand Co-op 
manager Shane re-heated them to 
perfection. Additional local help came 
from Willand based Clarkes fish and 
chip shop who supplied 130 portions of 
chips & mushy peas all free of charge. 
Thank you to both Shane & the team at 
Clarkes for all they did to help make the 
evening such a success. 
In addition to the ticket sales, further funds were raised by a raffle and auction 
of promises resulting in a whopping £1800 being raised on the night.  
As previously mentioned the event was held to raise funds for ARUK as a 
precursor to sponsorship of Gudrun and I running the London Landmarks Half 
Marathon at the end of March. Sadly the epidemic saw the event cancelled, but 
having trained 3 times a week since the beginning of December we decided to 
still do the run & following the encouragement of the 
organisers, who changed the 

13.1 miles locally on Sunday March 22nd.  
Both Gudrun and I would like to say a very big THANK 
YOU to everyone who supported us and helped to raise 
the massive sum of £4950. Special thanks go to 
Heyford House Day Spa, Made by Jennie, Homeweb, 
Culm Valley Carpets, 2 Right Feet, The Old Well, 
Halfway House, Banburys & many friends, all who 
donated gifts for us to raffle/auction. Thanks too to my 
long-suffering husband Pete, for all his encouragement & support, he made a 
great master of ceremonies. 
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T:   01823 674 129
W:  whiteball.co.uk

5 Minutes from Junction 27 M5

Greenham Business Park, Wellington, TA21 0LR

Insulated units of various sizes from 35 sq/ft
Just £55.00 / Month Including VAT

From a month to long term

Introducing Store2Door

Whiteball Self Storage

Have an insulated 20’ self storage unit sited at your 
premises for added convenience

 £90.40* / month Inc VAT   *T&C's apply min 6 months in advance

Please call us to discuss your self storage requirements
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• NO VAT

WILLAND POST OFFICE 

ARE 

AGENTS  FOR 
PROFESSIONAL 
DRY CLEANING  
ALTERATION 

AND 
REPAIRS SERVICE 

AND 
WE WILL DO THE REST 

COMPLETE LAUNDRY SERVICE 
Life is too short to waste hours 

on doing the laundry  
so let us take the strain  leaving 

you to do the things  YOU like 
to do 

You can choose from Wash  
dry and fold  

or  
have it ironed as well  

leaving you just to put it away  
Free  

collection and delivery service  
in the Willand area  

We are a family run laundry  
who know the value of good 

service 
Bubbles Laundry  
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The really good news is that we are now back running together again and have     
just received notification that we have secured places to run in the 2021 London 
Landmarks Half Marathon. Brings to mind we might just have to arrange another 

ll come along 
watch this space.  Sue Leach 
 

 
 
                                                                                     
HOSPICECARE 

virtual marathon event, raising vital funds to help support over 2000 
patients and their families living with a terminal illness across Exeter, Mid 
and East Devon. 

this challenge is for everyone, including the dog! Your mission is to run, jog or 
walk a marathon in a month (October, to be precise!)  in your own way and at 
your own pace. 
You may choose to jog a mile every day, walk two half marathons, or go for 

your running playlist ready and start raising funds for Hospiscare. 

efforts and to celebrate their heroic achievement. 
Adult - £10    Dog (and owner) - £15Child - £5 
Sign up today at https://www.hospiscare.co.uk/events/marathon/ 
Ali Mcgeown 
 
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP  
September 2020 marked the 80th 

the Second World War. It was the time of the Battle of Britain, when the Royal 
Air Force successfully defended British air space from the German air force, so 
thwarting any chance they had of invading England. The government appealed 
for a Spitfire Fund of public donations to build aircraft, so the people of Willand 
decided to do their bit. A committee was formed  led by Major Lane, Oswald 
Little and Frederick Holloway  and they pledged to raise as much money as 
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aircraft. 
 

Starting from Monday, 2 September 1940, they organised a Willand Spitfire 
Week of intensive fundraising activities. There were darts competitions at the 

other pub, later knocked down when the M5 was built), as well as door-to-door 
collections, whist drives, a produce auction and a tennis tournament. The events 
culminated on the Saturday with a sports day  when Miss Gay was crowned 

 with stalls and sideshows. In the evening there 
 

the parish was involved in some way, and they had every right to feel proud: 
they raised an impressive £192, 10 shillings and 3 pence  according to the 
Nation
today. The money was sent to the Ministry of Aircraft Production, which was 
headed by Lord Beaverbrook, who promptly replied in a letter dated 28 

 have paid a noble tribute to the 
gallantry of our airmen. And by their resourcefulness and generosity they have 
added strength to the Royal Air Force. I send to them my warm thanks. They 
have given splendid evidence of the spirit which animates our country to-day. 

 
 

Battle Britain, another reason was because, during September 1940, the 
Germans changed tactics and started bombing London, so starting the Blitz. 
But this also had a knock-on effect for Willand, because it prompted a firm called 
Bramber Engineering to move part of their business from Cricklewood in London 
to a site on South View Road in Willand (where K&S Auto Services is now). 
Brambe
were engaged in war work, including a contract to make parts for tanks. The 
Germans bombs posed a serious threat to their irreplaceable machinery, so 
they moved it to Willand  where components were made and then transported 
back to their London works for assembly. Several of their London employees 
came down as well, and were billeted in the parish, but as the war went on and 
the business expanded many local people were employed. A post-war report 

work was difficult and repetitive, and much of it had to be kept secret, even 
between fellow workers.  
 

repair of springs, wheels, axle beams and chassis frames, contracting to bus 
companies from as far away as the Midlands. By 1965 over 60 people were 
employed by 
the 1970s the Willand site specialised in the manufacture of boat trailers. The 
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MARGARET’S 

 
 
 
 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING 
 

Ladies & Gents 
 

 
Tel: 01884 820 946 

Mob: 07729 018 799
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seen off by the 2008 global financial crisis  so concluding, after 70 years, one 
of the unforeseen consequences of the London Blitz.  If you have any memories 

information about their war work, or the years after the war, we would love to 
hear from you.  James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison235@gmail.com) 
 
CAMEO 
The Walking Group have been not been so affected as the rest of the group as 
they have been able to have a few well distanced walks mainly around the 
Uffculme area.  The Singles Group have had to cancel all their meetings until 
the New Year as it is impossible for ten or more members to keep their distance 
in each-others rooms so unfortunately this will mean no Christmas party.  We 
cancelled our holiday to Nottinghamshire as we were worried about travelling 
by coach.  We have booked our New Year Lunch at the Halfway House as they 
can safely accommodate sixteen people in The Snug so we are keeping our 
fingers crossed.  Peta had a little tea party in her garden and several members 
went to Bridwell House for a Coffee morning.  
In September we had our first Cameo meeting since March in the Village Hall 
and new member Sue gave a talk about recycling.  This was followed by a quiz 
and a draw.  Next month is our A. G. M. This year's committee are willing to 
stand again but we are hoping that a couple of new members will volunteer to 
come on to the committee.  We will be having a discussion and vote for next 
year's charity. We are trying to cope with the New Normal as best we can but 
we all miss the friendship that Cameo brings Reluctantly we have had to 
postpone all Cameo meetings and coffee mornings until it is safe for us to meet 
again.  Keep apart and keep well and keep smiling.  Betty Penberthy 
 
SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE AND JOIN THE PARISH COUNCIL CURRENT 
COMMITMENT ONE MEETING A MONTH ON ZOOM.  FOR MORE 
INFORMATION CONTACT THE CLERK. 
 
MDDC NEWS  
Independent Councillor Barry G J Warren 
I have covered some issues in my Parish Council Report and Comment and so 
I will not duplicate them here.  There is quite a lot going on at present with a lot 

may help to give some comment/news through my Independent and Non-Party 
Political eyes even if some of you will have formed a different view. 
 

Since May 2019 MDDC has been led by an alliance of Liberal Democrats and 
Independents, sometime with support from Green Party members.  The 
appointed leader stands as an Independent and he can select his own Cabinet 
Members.  As the voters of Mid Devon had placed no overall party in power the 
leader tried to form a Cabinet which contained members from all parties.  The 
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CLEAN SWEEP 
CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING

BRUSH AND 
VACUUM 
SERVICE 

 
CLEAN 

FRIENDLY 
RELIABLE

TRELAWNEY 
STATION ROAD 

WILLAND 

01884-821297 
07773-618524

Curtains & 
Loose Covers 

 
Sofas & Armchairs 

re-covered 
 

Advice on sourcing &  
selection of fabrics 

 

Theresa’s Soft Furnishings 

M: 07840 736502 

T: 01884 841053

UPVC WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

CALL MICK MITCHELL for a FREE ESTIMATE 
01884 562341 or 07734 309714 

Fully qualified Carpenter

HOME MAINTENANCE

• UPVC & wood  
• Reglazing 
• Guttering 
• Facias 

• Condensation 
• Handles 
• Hinges 
• Locks
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Conservatives declined to participate and declared that they would form an 
opposition. 
 

Since that time the current administration has taken time to try and get to the 
bottom of some of the activities and policies of the previous administration.  
There has been some alleged prevarication which has not helped. 
 

There have been discussions with Exeter City Council and Teignbridge, East 
Devon and Mid Devon District Councils to form a plan known as GESP [Greater 
Exeter Strategic Plan].  Basically it would mean a lot more building of houses to 
meet Government targets and it appears that East and Mid Devon would end 
up with a disproportionate amount of housing compared with the other two 
areas, In the main it was perceived as providing housing for residents to 
commute into Exeter to work.  A very comprehensive plan was presented for 
public consultation but in the view of some, me included, there were a lot of 
unanswered questions and in particular what the public was being consulted on.  
East Devon District Council by 33 to 22 votes decided to reject the plan and did 
not send it out to consultation.  The leader of MDDC wanted to continue 
discussions with the three other councils but he was outvoted 7 to 1 in Cabinet.  
There were discussions behind closed doors which I have been unable to obtain 

Conservative leadership.  When the item was discussed at Full Council the 
leader put forward an amendment contrary to Cabinet wishes and the Liberal 
Democrats put forward their own amendment.  The leader got his own 
amendment through with Conservative support.  
 

The outcome was that the four Liberal Democrats on cabinet had their portfolios 
 remember they 

would not take part when originally invited. 
 

Decisions are now being made behind closed doors on some issues and we 
appear to be losing the intention for the Council to be more open, transparent 
and accountable that some of us stood for and can now do little about because 
of the change.  We will keep trying so watch this space.  I could say a lot more 
but I expect you have had enough by now.  There have been press releases  

 
 

MDDC are very active in many areas supporting National and Local 
arrangements to support businesses and the public at large.  Great efforts are 
being made by officers to make safety arrangements in the three main towns 
and Bampton to allow the shops to open and bring some vitality back to the 
area.  Sadly some of the big named shops may be lost but all the more reason 
to support our local independent businesses.  There is a lot of information on 
the website and there are regular press releases. 
 

Covid and the lockdowns have had a devastating effect on the budget set to 
provide our services.  The two main sources of revenue are car parks and 
leisure centres and their income has been very little. Government are releasing 
some funds through and although this is helping it will not cover all the losses.  
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TRAINING, MEETING or ACTIVITY space for HIRE

•meet •listen •share •learn •respect •encourage •volunteer •inspire

Square corner is a beautiful building located in the heart of Uffculme with 
three modern, bright and well equipped rooms over three floors with Kitchen, 

Television, LCD Projectors available, and WIFI throughout the building. 
Ideal for training, 1-2-1 talking therapies, small groups and meetings. 

 
Call 01884 840248  

or email office@squarecorner.org.uk  
or go to http://www.squarecorner.org.uk  

for more information 
 

18 The Square, Uffculme, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3AA
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A new budget will have to be set very soon and this may see some services cut 
or reduced.  Councillors will do the best they can to keep things going as best 
as able. 
 

Have you noted that the recycling teams will now take small electrical items and 
will again take clothing so please let us recycle all we can. 
 

The Government are suggesting changes to Planning Law to make it easier for 
developers to build more houses and Local Authorities will be penalised if they 
do not achieve targets but no matter how many planning permissions are given 
there is nothing in the changes to make housebuilders build  they will not build 
too many otherwise they cannot keep the prices up.  Having read the proposals 
and attended officer briefings it is very obvious to me that the big developers 
are writing the policy.  Am I a cynic  no just realistic?  If you are asked to 
respond to a consultation please do so. 
 

If anyone has a problem or wishes to discuss any matter with me please feel 
free to do so.  My telephone number and email address are in the magazine 
and on the MDDC website.  If you really want to frighten the children my picture 
is there as well! 
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FITNESS FORMULA 
Personal Training and  

Exercise Classes 
 

One-to-One, buddy or small group personal 
training at your home, work or in my gym.  

Classes include Pilates, Boxing  
& Circuit Training. 

 
Monday 6:15 - 7:15pm Circuit Training  

@ Uplowman  
 

Tuesday 7 - 8pm Pilates @ Halberton Village Hall 
 

Wednesday 10am - 11am Pilates   
@ Sampford Peverell Village hall 

 
Wed 6:15 - 7:15pm Intense Interval Training  

@ Uplowman  
 

Thursday 8:45 - 9:45am Ladies Fitness Class  
@ Uplowman   

For more info on classes or PT please visit 
my website www.jenniferbricknell.co.uk  

or ring 07980 008726 

 

KEEP CALM  
LET US  

CLEAN YOUR  
WINDOWS

shopwindowcleaning@hotmail.co.uk

Mobile: 07971 470716

MICK SAMS
WINDOW CLEANING

********
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ROSE’S CURTAINS 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
TO SEW ALL YOUR 

CURTAINS, CUSHIONS 
& HOME FURNISHINGS 

 
PLEASE RING 
01884 33705

Repairs & Servicing  
For Garden Machinery, Trailers, 

Quads & Compact Tractors 
 

5 mins from 27 M5 
 

Please call 07773 455804 or 
Email: leejeddy@outlook.com 
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Email: Timllfixit@icloud.com
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ST MARYS CHURCH 
Sunday Services 
St  church is now open for church services. We are meeting at 10am at 
the moment (although this might change so keep eyes open on facebook/ 
posters). You are required to wear a face mask in church, unless you have an 
exemption. 
 

Harvest Collection for CHAT 
In October we mark our gratitude to God for the abundance of food we have. 
As part of this we will be collecting food donations for CHAT. If you would like 
to contribute to this please leave your donation in the church porch. The porch 
will be open each day from 3-16 October  9.30am to 4pm. CHAT are grateful 
for any tinned or packet food or toiletries - but please do not leave any fresh 
food as this can not be distributed and is likely to be thrown away. 
 

Remembrance Sunday Service on 8th November 10.45am  
We are currently planning to hold our whole Remembrance Sunday service in 
the churchyard around the War Memorial (i.e. there will be no service in 
church).  
We are allowed to have as many people as we can fit socially distanced in the 
churchyard, however if regulations change we will need to revise how we mark 
this important occasion.  Reverend Simon Talbot 
 
MDDC Councillor Bob Evans 
Hello, I hope this edition of your Parish magazine finds you and your families 
well.  We keep being asked what we think the new normal might look like, yet 

 
Covid is still causing worry and concern in all parts of the world.  Locally our 
numbers are still low but we cannot be complacent.  Please take care, wear a 

 
 

As those that use the Willand Parish Council's web pages will know, I also have 
a role as a Councillor Police Advocate. Willand Parish Council have kindly 
allowed an additional page to be used for relevant information and police 
updates on issues that effect our local communities. I have asked Uffculme to 
do the same and they have agreed. If you wish to see the latest local updates 
please go to the relevant Parish web site and take a look. 
On a similar theme I spent a recent Saturday morning with another Councillor 
Advocate and Alison Hernandez the Police and Crime Commissioner.  Alison is 
looking to reopen a small number of local police units as reinvented community 
information and public access points and Tiverton is one of those units. 
There will be an opportunity for locals to have a say in what they want to see in 
their local unit. I hope to have the information on how you can have your say 
very soon and this will be placed on the Parish web pages. 
 

Proposed planning reforms - The government have recently released their 
proposals on planning reforms. Below are the relevant links that will take you to 
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Gifts for all the family 
delivered to your door

We are based in Uffculme and can deliver locally or worldwide

Get 10% OFF  
with discount code: WM10 

Visit us online today at PresentMinded.co.uk
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the white papers. There is also information on how you can make comments if 
you wish.  Even if you do not wish to comment you may find the content 
interesting. 
 

P
with the issue of 

·           
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/sys
tem/uploads/attachment_data/file/907216/MHCLG_Planning_Con
sultation_Document.pdf 
·         Consultation on changes to the current planning system (a more 
technical document) 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/u
ploads/attachment_data/file/907215/200805_Changes_to_the_current
_planning_system_FINAL_version.pdf 

  
The White Paper sets out what it describes 

planning system addressing: 
1.       Plan making 
2.       A digital first approach 
3.       A new focus on design and sustainability 
4.       Reform of developer contributions 
5.       Increase development land availability and support for town 
centre renewal 
6.       A more engaging, equitable and effective system 
  

 
1.       Planning for development  a revised approach for plan making 
including identifying areas for growth (outline planning permission 
granted automatically), areas for renewal (where there will be a 
presumption in favour of development) and areas for protection (to be 
defined nationally and locally). 
2.       Planning for beautiful and sustainable places 
3.       Planning for infrastructure and connected places 

 

Keep an eye on those who live alone. Look after yourself and as always if you 
have any questions or concerns please contact me or any of your other district 

 
Bob Evans Lower Culm Deputy Leader of the Council Cabinet Member for 
Housing & Property Services Telephone:  01884 849248 
 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE IS WEDNESDAY 11 
NOVEMBER 
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Do you need  
help with  
House Work? 
Then look no further! 
 
• Lady from Willand available  
   for domestic cleaning 
• Excellent references

Phone Karen on 
01884 822 894

SPEARINGS 
COACHES  

Contract and Private Hire 
16 - 65 Seaters available 

 
WILLAND GARAGE, 

WILLAND, 
CULLOMPTON 

 
TEL: 01884 820224  

Countryside
Funerals    

o Traditional Funerals
o Affordable Simple Cremation
o Natural Burial choices
o Tailor-made Funeral Plans

Tel. 01884 258881
23 Gold St, Tiverton, EX16 6QB
www.countrysidefunerals.co.uk

Local, Independent, Versatile
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 VICTORIA WINDOWS AND DOORS  
Manufacturers and Installers of Quality UPVC Windows, 

Doors and Conservatories 

 
 

 

Visit our new premises at 

1 Four Cross Court, Mid Devon Business Park,  

Willand EX15 2FH  

(behind the Willand Co-Op) 
   

Contact us for all your: - 

•• Windows  
••  Doors (including bi-folding doors) 
••  Conservatories including solid roofs 
••  Fascias, soffits and guttering  
••  Trims and silicons  
••  Spares and tool shop 

  
Telephone: 01884 829302 

Fax: 01884 798151 

enquiries@victoriawindowsdevon.co.uk       
www.victoriawindowsdevon.co.uk 
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